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My Family History

My beginnings trace back to a rather unique alignment
of dates in March. I was born on the 17th of March, 1954.
It's quite remarkable, really, because my dad was born on
the 18th of March, and then my son came into the world
on the 16th of March. Three consecutive days, each
significant in its own right, creating a sort of familial
tradition. It's as though March, particularly those three
days, holds a special significance for us, binding our
generations together uniquely.

Published 2025.
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My book is dedicated to my grandmother Ellen Neilson

(Cumming). Pictured with my mum Olive and Uncle Bob
who I was named after "Robert".

Ellen endured loss and illness most of her life but always
loved her family. Her mother Christina Neilson died when
she had just given birth to my mother Olive Ellen, and
was left to guide and bring up her four sisters, Her brother
Ernest died in WW1, Her brothers John drowned in Port
Hedland while at work, Her infant son and Robert died
young, Ellen stayed back in New Zealand to nurse her
Grandmother Petrine and organized her funeral aged 16,
Husband Melville returned from the world war 1 with
lifelong injuries,
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I would like thank and credit my cousin Bethwyn

Gawned (Strickland) who helped with so much family
information on the Neilson side . We have enjoyed our
mutual passion for family.
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Bethwyn is on our family farm in Albany. Various
Neilson Farm machinery is still there. Our great-

grandfather would have used this tractor.

I have always done everything for fun. When it's not fun
anymore, I go and do something else - Peter Hale.
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Who has had the greatest
impact in your life?

My father Keith Hale born 1913 died 1977.

Above: My father Keith was the biggest impact on my life.
He taught me what not to do including smoking, drinking,
aggression, and spending time in jail.
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This is my most recent family photo (16th March 2025)
at my 71st birthday and Joshua's 41st birthday dinner.

THE WAY WE WERE

10



Our Family Arrival In
Australia

The Neilson's on my mother's side arrived in Australia in
1909.,

Yes, you used to go down Neilson Road to the farm but
they cut that off with the road. Also Albert and Tess
Souness (Aunty Tess)had Souness Park along Rocky
Crossing Road.
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My gran Ellen pictured left, John Neilson and Ellen with
sisters in their brand new Ford Model T 1924.
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Above and below Ellen and Melvilles wedding 1913.
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Five Neilson sisters in later years.

These photos taken on Neilson's Albany farm in 2024.

The Neilson family was doing well in New Zealand and
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when they came to Australia, life was very difficult with
a long trail of bad luck

The New Zealand Neilson farm was in Gladstone NZ.

A tree fell on John while clearing land at Rocky Crossing

John Neilson died of cancer of the lungs may be due to his
work on the Albany roadworks
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When John Hans Neilson was born on 11 January 1864
in Denmark, his father, Lawrence, was 34 and his
mother, Petrine, was 30. He had one son and one

daughter with Christina Elizabeth Fraser between 1889
and 1893. He died on 4 September 1935 in Albany,

Western Australia, at the age of 71, and was buried in
Albany WA.

Peter Hale: Mother side Olive Hale.Including Cumming,
Nielson, Frazer, Henry, Jorge, Yell, Rasmussen, Deyell

Bethwyn Gawned Dad said they used to swim in the creek/
water hole at the entrance to Neilson farm. The farmhouse
had newspapers covering the inside of the walls. The
foundations are still there
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Christina had twin boys that didn't survive and died

John (Jorgen) Hans (Hansen) Neilson (Nielsen)

Neilson Road was named after him. John Neilson, He is
my Bethwyn Gawn Strickland, great grandfather too. He
was Danish and he went from. Denmark to New Zealand
with his parents and two brothers in 1875. He married
Shetland Islander Christina Fraser and migrated to Albany
in 1912. They moved to the two-story wooden house in
Rowley Street whilst he made the orchard farm ready for
them to move into. The farm is now on the other side of
the link road.
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Fraser Family

The Fraser family first migrated from the Shetland
Islands in Scotland to New Zealand in 1885 and then to

Australia in Albany in 1910. Above are the shipping
records from the Shetland Islands. Great Grandmother

was 6.
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Christopher Fraser married to Christina and daughter
Christina (Above) married John Neilson and came to
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Australia (Albany) in 1910. :Circa 1839 Saudstine,
zetland

Christening:Oct 9 1841 Sandsting & Aithsting, Zetland,
Shetland Islands

Occupation: farmer & seaman

Residence: Sandsting and Aithsting, Shetland,
Scotland1871

Death: Sep 9 1895 Poukiore, Rangitikei, Manawatu-
Wanganui, New Zealand

Burial: Rangatira Cemetery, Rangatira, New Zealand

Family members parents: Robert Fraser 1800 - 1873
Agnes Fraser (born Deyel)1805 - 1890

Siblings: James Fraser1829 - 1865 Catherine Irvine (born
Fraser)1836 - 1904Agnes Fraser1841 - 1941Robina
Fraser1847 - ?Georgina Henry (born Fraser)1834 -
1902Francis Fraser1839 - ?Marjory Johnson (born
Fraser)1844 -?

Rangatira Cemetery

Also known as Hunterville Cemetery
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LOCATION 326 Murimotu Road, Hunterville

Marton, Rangitikei District, Manawatu-Wanganui, 4785
New Zealand

Christina Johnson was born in 1835 in Aithsting,
Shetland. She had one daughter with Christopher Fraser
in 1868. She died on 27 July 1927 in Whakatane, Bay of
Plenty, at the age of 92.

THE WAY WE WERE

21



Christina Fraser Maiden name Johnson pictured above

Name: Christopher Fraser

Gender: Male

Marriage Date: 2 Dec 1856

Marriage Place: Sandsting and
Aithsting,Shetland,Scotland
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Spouse: Christina Johnson
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Street named after our Fraser family in New Zealand.
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Harold James Fraser was killed in World War One.
James was the son of John Robert Frazer who in turn was

the son of pictured Christopher and Christina Fraser
nephew of Christina Neilson nee Fraser.
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Above and below Harold's war records. He was just a
young boy when he died.
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Below the New Zealand home of the Frasers in Marsden

Christina "Tilly" Johnson Fraser: Christina Fraser (born
Johnson)Great-great-grandmother1835 - 1927Hide
relativesParentsChristopher Johnson and Janet Johnson
(born Tait)Husband Christopher Fraser Children
Christine, John Robert, Barbara, Agnes, Christine
Elizabeth, Arthur, Robert Bruce, Jane and Elizabeth

Name: Christina Fraser

Death Date: Jul 1927

Registration Place: Whakatane, Auckland, New Zealand

Folio Number: 2259

Christina Johnson 1861 census.

Age: 26

Estimated birth year: abt 1835
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Relationship: Daughter

Father's name: James Johnson

Mother's name: Agnes Johnson

Gender: Female

Where born: Sandsting, zetland

Registration Number: 9

Registration district: Sandsting and Aithsting

Civil Parish: Sandsting and Aithsting

County: Shetland

Address: Gruting

Occupation: Farmer's Daughter
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Household Members: Name Age

James Johnson61

Agnes Johnson63

Christina Johnson26

Greenock, Scotland, - Wellington, New Zealand

Their son Robert Bruce was born during the trip onboard
at sea.

Name: Christina Fraser

Age: 66

Estimated birth year: abt 1835
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Relationship: Head

Gender: Female

Where born: Unst, shetland

Registration Number: 5/1

Registration district: Lerwick

Civil Parish: Lerwick

County: Shetland

Address: 3 Widows Asylum

Occupation: Knitter Of Shetland Hosiery

Tom Thumb Fuscia Fraser family favorite.
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Born 2nd December 1875 at sea. Died 26th March 1959.
Son of Christopher and Christina Fraser nee Johnson.

Brother of Christina Neilson nee Fraser.
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Christina Neilson {Fraser) with children including my
grandmother Ellen Neilson {Cumming) left.
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My grandmother's wedding anniversary with Pop
Melville Cumming and her four sisters.

My mother daughter of Ellen Cumming (Neilson) Olive
Hale nee Cumming in 1916.
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Hale Family

Amongst the earliest family photos is Thomas Frederick
Hale my great Grandfather. Born on 8th December 1828
in Bristol,England. Also The continent of Australia is
claimed as a British territory. He Died 19th October 1910.
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Hale family photo in England just before we came to
Australia in 1910.

Hale England home in Bristol.
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Hale business in England.

Marriage certificate of Thomas and Sarah Gould
(Philips) 1864.
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Sarah Gould Hale. Born 1838 in Bridgewater
Sommerset,England.Died 12th May 1896.
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Thomas and Sarah wedding news 8th November 1864.
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Neilson Family

Of the Neilson Family. Descendants of my Mother and
Grandmother Ellen Neilson (Cumming)

Below: Denmark families with Petrine and her sister
Barbara.
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Lawrence (Lars) Neilson was born on Wednesday 25
March 1829 . in Mullerod, Dreslette, Odense. Denmark.
1829 when Perths Swan River colony was founded then in
1832 .Swan River colony is renamed Western Australia.
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Petrine Neilson wife of Lars. Born 17th August 1833

Harndrup, Vends, Odense, Denmark

Died 12th June 1912. Petrine divorced Lars and married
John Balkwell in 1896.
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Denmark Family's Denmark location map.
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Christina and John Neilson
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New Zealand 1904 Primary school photos of 3
Neilsons.My Gran Ellen,Magdelin and front row Arthur.
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Paroa School New Zealand

Neilson kids in photos:

Ernest Neilson 28th July 1889

Ellen (Nell) Neilson 11th July 1893

Barbara Madeline Neilson 16th April 1895

Arthur Neil Neilson 1897

Christina Elizabeth (Tess) Neilson 11th April 1900

Mona Margaret Neilson 2nd November 1902
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John Raymond Neilson March 1904

Nancy Alexander Neilson 23rd November 1909

In the Paraoa school photos the children's ages are
approximate

as below.

1904 1907 1909-1910 1912

Nell 10-11 13-14 15-17 18-19

Madeline 8-9 11-12 13-15 16-17

Arthur 6-7 9-10 11-13 14-15

Tess 3-4 6-7 8-10 11-12

Mona 1-2 4-5 6-8 9-10

John not born 2-3 4-6 7-8

Nancy not born - 0-1 2-3

I recognized the name Paroa on the school as I drove
past as it is on My grandmother' Madeline Neilson's Birth
Certificate so I did a u-turn and went inside and there she
was on the wall in a school photo. – Bethyn Gawned
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The five lovely Neilson sisters.
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Below John Neilson family parents and grandparents
back to 1803.
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Here is what I have gathered - Born 28July 18899 in
Greymouth, Ernest Evelyn NEILSON (6/3411) was
theeldest sonn off emigrants John Hans Jorgen Hansen
and Christina Elizabeth Neilson(nee Fraser). His father,
John was born 28 August 1863 in Nellerod,Gribskov
Kommune, Hovedstaden, Denmark.Heemigratedd
tooNewwithand withh his parents Lawrence and Petrine
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Neilson (nee Hansen) in1874whenn he was 11. In 1892,
in Marton,he marrieddChristinaaElizabeth Fraserr. Born
18 May 1868 in Aith, Shetland Islands, Scotland,she
traveledd to New Zealand with her parents Christopher
andChristina Fraserr (nee Johnson) and siblings in 1874.
John and Christinamarried inn Marton in 1892 and had 12
children in 30 years. Ernest was theirsecond son. Born in
Greymouth in 1889, he was living in Marsdenon thee West
Coast when war broke out. He was five feet 8inchestall
anweighedhedd 154 pound. He left for Suez, Egypt 13
November 1915with theeCanterbury Infantry Battalion,
8th Reinforcements. Hejoinedhisbattalionsn in Ismailia 9
January 1916 before embarking forFrance wass admitted
to the 7th General Hospital, St Omer with mumps
and21Marchh 1917. He rejoined his Battalion in the field
11 April1917 ass aa Lance Corporal. He was attached to
the 3rd Company, CanadianEngineers and No 1 Company,
New ZealandEngineersbefore rejoining hiss Battalion 28
June 1917. After being promoted to Corporalhe hadd
twooweek'ss leave in England before rejoining his unit 31
July 1917.He wass with the 1st Battalion when he was
killed 12 October 1917. He was28. He is remembered on
the memorial at Tyne Cot, Panel 2 and on oneof four
memorial gate pillars on the Greymouth War
Memorialwhich recordss the names of 40 men and women
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associated with the Grey MainSchool who died during
service in World War 1. The gates, which weree torn down
in 2007 by contractors developingthe former school sitee,
where the memorial had stood for 85 years, into ashopping
complex, were recovered and relocated. Ernest’sparents
movedd to Westernn Australia around the time their son
enlisted. His father,John, became a well-known resident
of the Albanydistrictwhere he hadd an orchard property
at Rocky Crossing. He passed away 4September 19355
after being in indifferent health for some months. He was
71 .His wife, Christina, predeceased him. She wasfound
drownedd onMiddleton Beach 29 January 1916 aged 46.
John’s father, Lawrence(Lars) who brought his family to
New Zealand died inthe United States after the death of
his wife Petrine Jorgenson in Greymouth12 Junee 1912
aged 78. Ernest’s maternal grandfather, Christopher,died
n Hunterville, Wellington September 1895 and
grandmother Christina27 July 1927 in Whakatane, Bay of
Plenty aged 92. - Bethwyn Gawned (Strickland)
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Lawrence and Petrine wedding certificate.
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My Aunties & Uncles

Strickland wedding, Magdeline and William
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Strickland kids.
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Stricklands
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William Strickland

THE WAY WE WERE

64



Uncle Alan Strickland
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Stricklands Army days.

Aunts Nancy,Mona Tess,Madeline Neilson
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Robert Bruce Fraser was born in 1874 on sea voyage to
New Zealand.
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Audrey Sounness Gillet adopted daughter of Tess &
Albert.
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Uncle Ron ,Bill, Alan Strickland.

THE WAY WE WERE

69



My Aunty and uncle Madge and Bill Strickland.
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Andrews Family

My children's family on their mother's side.:

These are your great great grand parents on your Mums
side. They lived in Dubbo and Molong NSW in the 1800s.
Photos left Mary on Nans side and couple on right Pa side
Alice and Cornelius. x
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Mary Jane Petrie
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Alice Stein and Cornelius. Cornelius Robert (Bob) Van
Der Maal was born 11 September 1879 in New South
Wales. He had one daughter with Alice Van Der Maal
Stein in 1904. He died on 12 October 1961 in Dubbo,

New South Wales, at the age of 82.
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Dubbo New South Wales in the 1970s
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Pa and Nan Andrews Doug and Margaret.

Parents

Walter Stephen Andrews

1887–1963

Gertrude N Andrews Van Der Maal

1904–1951
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Spouse & Children

Margaret Andrews Petrie

1934–

Naomi Joyce Andrews

1956–

Elizabeth & Paul.
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Elizabeth centre with Margaret and Doug Andrews.

Paul, Elizabeth & Naomi Andrews.

Gertrude Nellie Vandermaal Andrews

BIRTH 1904New South Wales, Australia

DEATH 6 Oct 1951 (aged 46–47)

THE WAY WE WERE

79



BURIAL Old Dubbo CemeteryDubbo, Dubbo Regional
Council, New South Wales, Australia

PLOT C of E R2 row 8

MEMORIAL ID 209508829 · View Source

When Gertrude N Andrews Van Der Maal was born in
1904, her father, Cornelius, was 25, and her mother,
Alice, was 20. She had one son with Walter Stephen
Andrews in 1927. She died on 10 June 1951 at the age of
47

Gertrude Nellie Vandermaal Andrews

BIRTH 1904New South Wales, Australia
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DEATH 6 Oct 1951 (aged 46–47)

BURIAL Old Dubbo Cemetery Dubbo, Dubbo Regional
Council, New South Wales, Australia

PLOT C of E R2 row 8

Esther .Ethan and Pa .(Doug Andrews)
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Walter Stephen Andrews

BIRTH 1887New South Wales, Australia

DEATH 27 Feb 1963 (aged 75–76)

BURIAL Old Dubbo CemeteryDubbo, Dubbo Regional
Council, New South Wales, Australia

PLOT C of E R2 row 8

MEMORIAL ID 209508794 · View Source

Walter Stephen AndrewsEx-wife's grandfather1887 -
1963Hide relativesParentsStephen Andrews and Annie
Andrews (born Garlick)SiblingsWillie Albert, stephen,
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charles phillip, david, nellie and Annie elizaWifeGertrude
N Andrews (born Van Der Maal)Children joyce, Doug,
bruce and john

Walter Andrews (Front row second from left) 1920

Members of Dubbo Fire Brigade c1920 (l-r)

Captain J. Rutherford,R.Whiteley,Claude Rich,Barney
Flynn,George Rich.

Front Row- Wally Gore, Monte Andrews,Bill
Blatchford,Lou Morandini
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Dubbo streets in the 1860s
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Naomi and Doug Andrews.

When Margaret Andrews Petrie was born on 6 December
1934, her father, William, was 34, and her mother,
Harriet, was 32. She had two daughter's and one son with
Doug Andrews in 1956.
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The Hale kids grandparents.

Will and Harriet Petrie in Yeoval

THE WAY WE WERE

87



Pop and Gran Petrie wedding.
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Naomi Andrews Hale.

Nan Andrews funeral 2018
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Nan with daughter and grandkids.
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Above Will & Harriet and below wedding certificates
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Harriet died 18 November 1962 age 60.
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Mother of Will Petrie.
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Stanwell cordials were originally owned by Doug and
Margaret Andrews. Peter Hale worked there during his

holidays in Dubbo.
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Guests of the Sydney Swans Football Club 1991
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Our USA Family branch

This is the story of Lars/Lawrence and Petrine Neilson
and their three sons, Neil, Hans Peter, and Jorgen/John
who came from Denmark to New Zealand in 1875/5. They
settled in Le Bons Bay near Akaroa in the South Island to
start with. Lawrence and Petrine divorced when he caught
her with another man. The story goes that Lawrence
eventually went to America taking Hans Peter with him,
he wanted to take John as well but New Zealand was in
flood at the time and John had to climb a tree to stay safe
he missed the boat and they sailed without him. John and
Neil stayed with Petrine who eventually remarried John
Balkwill. Lawrence had a Florist in America and my
Aunty Tess among others used to write to him at one time
but all is lost now. I would like to find our American
cousins.Neil was a boatbuilder and stayed in New
Zealand. John immigrated to Albany, Western Australia in
1912 with his family of which I am one.

Bethwyn Gawned originally shared this
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21 May 2011 story

Petrine Neilson

Hans Peter went to the USA Nabraska with his father
Lawrence and married twice. Pictured with his second

wife Mabel.
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Below: Lars (Lawrence) and Petrine's family members
Denmark.

Denmark household with 1-year-old Petrine
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Hans Peter married Mabel (Second marriage)
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Albany Family Tragedy.

Below: Christina and their children and below the very
sad story of Christina's passing in 1916

THE WAY WE WERE

104



Christina drowning at the beach between Middleton Beach
and Emu Point. A man on horseback found her with her
hat off and one shoe missing, she had had an argument
with her husband the day previous but had lost twins
before. The death certificate says "She drowned whilst in
a state of despondency" Pretty sad.

When Christina Elizabeth Fraser was born on 18 May
1868 in Sandsting and Aithsting, Shetland, her father,
Christopher, was 29, and her mother, Christina, was 33.
She married John Hans Neilson in 1892 in New Zealand.
They had 12 children in 30 years. She died on 23 January
1916 in Albany, Western Australia, at the age of 47, and
was buried there.

Christina had twin boys who died

Name: Christina Fraser

Gender: Female

Birth Date: 18 May 1868

Birth Place: Sandsting and Aithsting, Shetland,Scotland

Father: Christopher Fraser

Mother: Christina Johnson
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FHL Film Number: 6035516
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Christina drowning at the beach between Middleton Beach
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and Emu Point. A man on horseback found her with her
hat off and one shoe missing, she had had an argument
with her husband the day previous but had lost twins
before. The death certificate says "She drowned whilst in
a state of despondency" Pretty sad.

When Christina Elizabeth Fraser was born on 18 May
1868 in Sandsting and Aithsting, Shetland, her father,
Christopher, was 29, and her mother, Christina, was 33.
She married John Hans Neilson in 1892 in New Zealand.
They had 12 children in 30 years. She died on 23 January
1916 in Albany, Western Australia, at the age of 47, and
was buried there.

Christina had twin boys who died

Name: Christina Fraser

Gender: Female

Birth Date: 18 May 1868

Birth Place: Sandsting and Aithsting, Shetland,Scotland

Father: Christopher Fraser

Mother: Christina Johnson
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FHL Film Number: 6035516

Peter Hale: Mother side Olive Hale.Including Cumming,
Nielson, Frazer

It was reported that John had an affair with a Chinese
woman in Albany and when wife Christina found out,she
threw a kettle at him in an arbument the night before her
death
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Family Scandal.

My grandmother left her family in England to runaway to
Australia with my grandfather Hale

Peter Granddad Fred Archi Hale's first wife. Frederick
(grandfather) was married to Phyllis Baraham in 1892
and they had six children the last being born in 1903.
Grandad met my grandmother, Alice Mary Hunt and they
had an affair. She was married at the time to Edward
Griffin and he filed for divorce in 1909. They left England
in November 1909 for Australia. I have been trying to
find out where and when Herbert was born but all the
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information I can get is that he was born in 1910.

My grandfather Frederick pictured left with his sister and
brother Theo

Frederick Hale was not a good boy !

He started gambling and took regular trips to Bristol to
the crap tables and struck up an affair with a married
lady called Alice. In 1909 he and Alice left the Uk on a
boat to Sydney called the Port Augusta and the passenger
lists them as Mr & Mrs Hale but we know that isn't true
because he was still married to my G. Grandmother. It was
a 7-week journey, docked in 1910and settled in Merredin
at 4 pumping station lane.

We do know he had several children before he died in
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1919.(7)

My grandmother never saw her father again. He just never
came home one day .

They always lived as Mr & Mrs Hale but no one has found
a marriage certificate for their marriage and it is assumed
Alice and himself never did marry as they had entered
Australia

Story from his English granddaughter
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Alice's parents details.

.
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Above my grandfather Frederick Hale English family he
left behind.

Grand Dad left England with Gran to Australia in 1909.

Family left behind Father

Thomas Frederick Hale (1828–1910)

Mother
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Sarah Gould Philipps (1838–1896)

Spouse

Phyllis Baraham (1875–1953)

Married 1892

Children

Frederick Archebald (1893–1969)

Edward (1895–1965)

Phyllis E (1899–1937)

Dorothy (1901–1986)

Gladys (1903–1992)
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Frederick and Alice came to Australia in 1909 on this
ship.

Frederick's English family in Census 1901

My family always believed Frederick Hale left with his
mistress to go to America. It wasn’t until I started
researching that it transpired he went to Australia. No
one knew this . My grandmother (Edwards's sister) never
knew why Edward went to Australia and now we know, he
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found his father and went over to be close to him but sadly
spent decades in an institution. I’d rather records stayed
in the family and there are no Hale family left here in the
immediate family so you and your family makes perfect
sense to have the documents and photos Jackie x (English
family)

Frederick is pictured with his sister Bertha, Brother Theo
and mother and father.
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They settled in Merredin shown on map in green.
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Gran was divorced by her English husband (Griffin)
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Electoral roll with Frederick and Alice.

Pumping Station No. 4 where Frederick and Alice lived.

It is now just a series of buildings but, regarding the
history of Merredin and the Eastern Goldfields, it is a vital
milestone in opening up the area. Today three pumping
stations can be seen 3 km west of Merredin. The first was
completed in April 1902. It was different from the other
seven pumping stations (there were eight in total) along
C Y O'Connor's famous pipeline - it had a circular, rather
than a rectangular, receiving tank which held 4.5 million
liters. In the 1950s it was replaced by an electric pump
station and in 2001 an automated third-generation pump
station, costing $7.5 million, was built. The National
Trust has published an excellent book - The Golden
Pipeline Heritage Trail Guide - which is worth purchasing
if you are interested in the fascinating history of C Y
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O'Connor's remarkable achievement.

Gran and Pops shipping record England to Australia.
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Our War Heroes World
Wars 1 & 2
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Soldiers to heaven.
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Heading off to World War 1 troops in Albany 1916.

World War 1 troops leaving Albany 1915.
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Soldier emblem WW1 Melville Cumming.

Pop & Gran Ellen and Melville Cumming with my mum
Olive and Robert.
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Pop in London town 1917.
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Bravery award above and below Father and son Melville
and Robert

both awarded for bravery
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Pop Cumming found these on the battle field France
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Melville and Roys mum

Very sad

.
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Soldier emblem for Roy Cumming.

Melville Cumming brother Roy in World War 1 June
30th 1917
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The warship Roy was on.
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Melville Robert brother Roy Who was killed in WW1
1917
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Roys final letter before killed at war

.
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Roy Cummings grave.

Uncle Bob Robert Cumming was a great talent.
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Bob Melville Cumming

Earnest Neilson hat ribbon for soldier uniform WW1.
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Above ships to take the soldiers to WW1 from Albany
including Earnest Neilson my mothers uncle and my
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grans brother.

My uncle Earnest Neilson.
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Ernest is listed on the Albany war memorial.

Ernest Neilson
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Ernest Neilson
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Ernest enlistment World War 1
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Ernest grave listing.

Ernest death location map
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Ernest to his mother Christina.
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Cumming Family

Pop with his hearing aid (Now I've got one) and my
beloved Gran Melville and Ellen Cumming.

• Melville Cumming Birth

• Timeline:

• 1890 • Fremantle

• 1890
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• (AGE)

• Birth of Brother Andrew Cumming(1892–1978)

• 1 AUG 1892 • Gruting, Bridge of Walls, SHI, SCT

• 1892

• 2

• Death of Father Duncan Roy Cumming(1846–1908)

• 25 May 1908 • Gruting, Sandsting. Duncan, son.

• 1908

• 18

• Birth of Son Robert Melville Cumming(1914–1961)

• 29 Jan 1914 • Albany Western Australia

• 1914
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• 24

• Death of Mother Margaret Henry(1869–1914)

• 16 SEP 1914 • Chapelside, Gruting, Bridge of Walls,
SHI, SCT

• 1914

• 24

• Birth of Daughter Olive Christina Margaret
Cumming(1915–2005)

• JUN 1915 • Kalgoorlie, Western Australia, Australia

• 1915

• 25

• Birth and Death of Son Ernest Roy
Cumming(1920–1920)
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• 1920 • , Kalgoorlie, Western Australia,Australia

• 1920

• 30

• Death of Son Robert Melville Cumming(1914–1961)

• 1961

• 1961

• 71

• Death of Wife Ellen Agnes Neilson(1893–1976)

• 22 Dec 1976 • Fremantle, Western Australia, Australia

• 1976

• 86

• Death
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• 07/06/1977 • Fremantle, Western Australia, Australia .

Ellens parents John and Christina.

When my Great Gran Christina Nielson died in 1916
Albany. Her daughter (My Gran) Ellen had just given
birth to my mother (Olive) . Just when she needed her
mother. Gran was a strong beautiful soul had to bring up
her younger sisters. Gran also lost her brother Earnest
killed in Belgium during the war the following year .
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Pops mother Margaret Melville (Cumming) I cant find
his dads photo.
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Margaret Melville Cumming notice.
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Recordset Western Australia Death Index

First name(s) Melville Robert
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Last name Cumming

Death year 1977

Birth year 1891

State Western Australia

Country Australia

Place Fremantle

Mother's first name(s) Margaret

Father's first name(s) Duncan

Registration number 417/77

Category Birth, Marriage & Death (Parish Registers)

Subcategory Civil Deaths & Burials

Collections from Australasia
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Ellen Cumming (Neilson) with children (My mum)
Olive, and uncle Bob.
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My mother Olive Cumming Hale Baptism.
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Gran and Pop wedding 1913 in Albany WA.

All original wedding party Gran and Pop Cumming
reunion.
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Pictured above.

When Melville Robert Cumming was born in 1890 in
Fremantle, Western Australia, his father, Duncan, was 44
and his mother, Margaret, was 21. He had three children
with Ellen Agnes Neilson. He died in 1977 in his
hometown at the age of 87.

Peter Hale: Mother side Olive Hale. Including Cumming,
Nielson, Frazer
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My mother Olive Cumming around the time of being
Miss Albany 1931.

Above and below: Mums brother Melville Robert
Cumming.
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Ellen and Melville with my mum Olive Cumming and
Melville Robert.
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Robert Melville at our Mt Hawthorn home Perth maybe
the only time I met him.
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Fantastic wedding anniversary.

Above and below: Pop and gran later in life 1970s.
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Younger Gran and Pop.
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Amazing award winner: Father and son goodbye going to
WAR1.
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Father and daughter Olive and Melville.
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Family Poet
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Above and below were published in September 1950s.
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Miss Albany 1931

My mother Olive Hale was crowned Miss Albany 1931
aged 16.
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Mum's news items and the tragic death of her brother
Earnest Roy Cumming

THE WAY WE WERE

182



Peter
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Peter and his second car 1972 and first new one Honda
Scamp
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My first word spoken was "Bow wow" when Mum and
dad drove past the Dingo Flour Mill in 1955.

I left home at age 18 to pursue a Radio DJ career in NSW.
My mother and Gran were in South Africa for my cousin
Margaret Lambert's wedding. Pictured below
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My beautiful grandmother's postcard to her sister
Magdeline. Sent from the cruise ship 1973.
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I had guitar lessons from Leo De Kroo in 1973
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My book published in 1994.
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Esther painted herself 1983
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Peter and Joshua on radio Heritage FM.
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Peter Naomi and second born Esther Ellen 1979

My first girlfriend (Always the romantic) Cathy Simms
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My mother's letter to me in 1991.
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Earliest remembered pets Laddie dog and budgie
boy.1965
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Naomi and Peter wedding day 1975
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Peter and Angelia wedding with Joshua and Andria.

Peter & Angelia Hale.
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Sydney Swans 2012 Premiership Captain Jarryd McVae
with Angie and me and holding the cup with coach John

Longmire,
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Peter and Joshua at Sydney Swans match Subiaco Oval.
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Peter DJ at 40th birthday for family.
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Esther and Laura share umbrella.
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Final Swans game at Subiaco Oval before it was
demolished.
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Above and below Esther Ellen Hale's memories

Favourite subject at school.

Sport

What was the highlight of growing up

Living in Dubbo, spending time with cousins Justin &
Gemma & Sydney family.

Favourite holiday

Hawks nest
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When is your earliest memory and your age.

Kamara Court, playing with the Peter's & Walthaus kids

Your favourite school friend or friends

Kate & Libby

Favourite pet or pets growing up

Benji

Was travelling with Dads work a problem for you
(keeping friends etc)

I made friends quite easily but was sad leaving friends
each move

What sports did you play and your favourite.

Of all sports, I loved my netball the most tho!
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Fully built by Peter Hale in 1979 at first home in
Padbury.

Peter and mother Olive

THE WAY WE WERE

206



Father and Son martial arts training 1993
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Joshua at Sydney Swans game "Banner Team" at
Subiaco Oval.

Peter coaching Joshua (Back row left) in Bunbury.
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Peter having a flying lesson in Inverell NSW.

In 1994 I achieved a "Black Belt" in martial arts. Five
years of training:
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Black belt presentation
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On a cruise with daughters Laura, Esther and
stepdaughter Andrea.
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Peter on a ship cruise.

Ashlea with Sydney Swan Keiran Jack.
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After a 53-year career, I came out of retirement to work
back at 6IX on air for two years.
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My Children & Grandies

Esther Ellen Hale at the Great Australia Bite was named
after her great gran Ellen Neilson.

Esther's childhood memories:
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Favourite subject at school.

Sport

What was the highlight of growing up

Living in Dubbo, spending time with cousins Justin &
Gemma & Sydney family.

Favourite holiday

Hawks nest

When is your earliest memory and your age.

Kamara Court, playing with the Peter's & Walthaus kids

Your favourite school friend or friends

Kate & Libby

Favourite pet or pets growing up

Benji

Was travelling with Dads work a problem for you
(keeping friends etc)

I made friends quite easily but was sad leaving friends
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each move

What sports did you play and what was your favourite?

Of all sports, I loved my netball the most tho!

Esther Hale in her dad's DJ radio chair Dubbo NSW 2DU
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Laura, Ethan, Esther Oliver and me on grand final day.

Laura's memories

My favourite subject was music in year 9 cause of all
the excursions and singing in the opera house and my
friends were all in my class. My favourite holiday was
to tea Gardens and Hawksnest with the frog in the loo
and Leyland brothers world earliest memory was walking
down hospital corridor l with grandma with teddy in arm
to see Esther for first time. My favourite school friend
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was Julia Hawkins and Rhiannon Creamer.. my favourite
friend now is Kellie Jones. My favourite pet growing up
was definitely Benji.. was hard at first the travel but it
made life interesting definitely wasn't a boring childhood.
I played netball. My favourite sport to watch is footy x

Laura's painting 2025.
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Ashlea Hale is on the front page of the school website.

Joshua,Esther and Laura with Perth city background
1990s
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Esther above and below career.
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Esther Hale ,Kevin Kearsting and family
(Ethan,Dylan,Oliver, and Ella.
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Grandson Ethan's kickboxing tournament

"The Lads" My grandsons Ethan, Oliver, and Dylan.
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Oliver, Ashlea and Dylan.

Esther with Dad at school.
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Mother (Esther Hale) and son Dylan in sports.
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Dylan playing for East Fremantle (Little League) His
great-great-grandfather's beloved club..
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Joshua, Esther, Laura and me.

Laura and Ashlea.
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Career 1969 - 2024

First, fulltime radio announcing 12973 - 74

THE WAY WE WERE

231



My first writings as a music journalist 1973
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Front page of national media magazine 1973

First job out of school radio 6IX

THE WAY WE WERE

233



THE WAY WE WERE

234



Peter and Naomi in photobooth Sydney 1973

First fulltime radio announcing in Perth with 6PR
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Peter on radio 6KY 1978

Peter (Pictured left) on GWN Television 1974
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Peter worked at Channel 9 studios pictured above and
below 1983 to 1989
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The demolition
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Peter, guest TAFE lecturer on media.
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50th birthday card from Radiowest Kalgoorlie.

THE WAY WE WERE

243



1997
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While working GWN Television Bunbury Peter and
Esther 1996

GWN Studios Geraldton Cameraman Peter.
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Peter television cameraman GWN filming commercial in
Geraldton 1996
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Peter television hosting 1976 Channel 9 Perth.

Business "Main Event Professionals" work with West
Perth Football Club video analysis

THE WAY WE WERE

248



1973
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My business sponsored West Perth Football Club.
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My business work filming West Perth football matches.
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Peter in West Perth team photo.
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Siblings 1954 to 2021

Eldest brother Alan born 1938
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Mum and Dad
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Alan died 2016 age 78.

Alan and Peter 1990
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Me,Alan and Mum.
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Sister eldest Primrose Hale, Brown Betts born 1941.

Second Husband John Betts.
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First wedding to Peter Brown.

Primrose 1941 to 2021

My sister Primrose was born on Thursday 17th July

1941 during World war 2 John Curtin was the Prime

Minister of Australia. Winston Churchill was prime

minister of the United Kingdom.

Our family came from England, Denmark and New

Zealand in the early 1900s.

Prim was born and grew up in Mount Hawthorn in

the northern suburbs of Perth along with myself and

siblings Alan and Pixie.
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The sisters I remember had their sibling rivalry as

teenagers. One of my personal favourite photos is of

my sisters celebrating my 5th birthday at home.

Together we were all close and connected together and

apart over the years. The caring nature came from our

mother Olive and even all three of my children have

successful careers in the care industries.

Our parents were Olive and Kieth including the

surnames of Neilson, Cumming and Fraser on my

mother’s side.

Primrose worked as a nurse at Perth Chest Hospital

now known as Sir Charles Gardner in the early to mid

1960s.
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We were all involved in the Media , Music and

performing arts and I remember Primrose’s

involvement in Ballroom dancing at the Embassy

Ballroom in the 1960s.

She married in 1965 to Peter Brown (born 1943 to

1998) at St Peter’s church Mt Hawthorn.

During this time

her two children Malcolm born 1966 and Christine

1968 .

Later in 1981 she married John Betts . John and Prim

had a long 40 year marriage together.

In later years Primrose battled her demons (whatever

they were) and became reclusive. But always continued

to show her love and affection to her family when we
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did see her. Her husband John, loved and cared for her

for over 40 years God bless him.

Primrose died at her home in Koondoola on the 27th

September 2021 . She was 80 and had been married 40

years.

My mind still talks to you

My heart still looks for you

But my soul knows you are at peace.

Primrose died age 80 in October 2021
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Pixie as Alice in television Alice in wonderland 1960s
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My sister Pixie professional acting, stage and television
career
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Sister Pixie .Peter and Mum.

Pixie died 1915 age 70.
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Childhood Friends 1962 to
1973

Childhood friends Greg, Anne and Peta Judd.
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Peter Hale in Judd family backyard.
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Reunions 1980s the kids and below the parents.
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Family grave Karrakatta Perth.

Me with Greg Judd.1970.
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Pete with Mum Olive & Keith Hale at Mt Hawthorn
home 1960s

Peter Greg Anne and sister Judd.
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Resting In Peace x

Uncle Vic and Mona Gamble Neilson (Gran Ellen's
sister}
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Uncle Vic married Mona Neilson.
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Mother Ellen and daughter Olive in Fremantle.
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My Gran Ellen and Mum Olive.
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Me with my great grandparents John and Christina and
son Ernest grave.
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My dad's grave Keith Hale.
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My Grandma Alice Dawson married second Husband
Dawson.
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Alice Hale Dawson with Peter.
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Dad's father, my Grandfather Hale
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Petrine (Neilson) and John Balkwell
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Petrine Neilson

Baby is Arther with his mum and siblings
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Arthur Neilson unmarked grave Karrakatta Died 1949.
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Son of Petrine Hans Peter and wife Mabela .Hans
changed his name to Nelson.
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Jaqueline died young Primrose's grand daughter

Conticelo kids with Peter and Jaquelin (left)
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Jacqueline Conticello grave.
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Elizabeth Andrews and daughter Gemma tragedy
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My favourite aunt and uncle Tess Neilson and Albert
Sounness in Albany .I spent several school holidays

there.
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Gran & Pops Kalgoorlie home where baby Ernest died.
1920.

John Neilson Jnr.
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Mt Clarence Albany war memorial Ernest Neilson

Also, the family who's ashes were scattered with no

gravesite.

Bong Soon Kim Oggy and Joshua Hale's Grandmother
South Korea.
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My sister Primrose and Pixie Hale.

Alan Hale my brother. Ashes scattered into Yanchep
ocean.
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Robert Melville Cumming died 1961 in Sydney
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My cousin Robert Lambert with his children. Good man.

Above and below Norma Cumming,Neilson.

THE WAY WE WERE

294



THE WAY WE WERE

295



Primrose's husband John Betts with step daughter
Christine. He died 2025

Richard,Margaret nee Lambert's husband died from
dementia.
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Primrose Hale Brown Betts.

"The Way We Were" 2025
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